November 7, 2011







       Towanda, PA


The regular monthly meeting of the Towanda Borough Council was held on Monday, November 7, 2011 in the Council Room at the Municipal Building, 724 Main St.  The meeting was called to order by Council President Mark Christini at 7:05 p.m. followed by a moment of silent prayer and the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and recorded as follows:

PRESENT:  Mrs. Clark, Mr. Christini, Mr. Klinger, Mr. Long, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Sweitzer
ABSENT:    Mr. Kovalcin, Mr. McLinko, Mr. Roof

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
Mr. Tom Barrett, 311 Third St., Towanda addressed Council about his concern with his neighbor who starts his diesel truck every morning at 4:30 a.m. with the lights on too that shine in his bedroom.  He asked Council if something could be done about it.
Acting Chief Epler said we had a similar incident last year on Lombard St.  He said we really can’t enforce the issue unless the Borough had noise ordinance that limited the time the diesel truck could idle.  Mr. Christini asked how long do they let it idle and Mr. Barrett said it runs on 10-minute cycles and it is usually 20 minutes.  
Mr. Frawley said he did not know if he was violating a Borough ordinance at this time but there is a state statute dealing disorderly conduct that relates to unreasonable noise.  He said he did not if the District Attorney’s office would prosecute something like that or not.  
Mr. Barrett said there is also an empty garage that he does not use.  He said he talked to the landlord but he doesn’t get back to me.
Acting Chief Epler said the person could plug the truck in and it would only take a couple of minutes to warm up and take off.
Mr. Christini asked if the Borough could ban idling and Mr. Frawley said he thought the Borough could do so by ordinance.
Acting Chief Epler said he would go and speak with the person and see if something could be done to help the situation.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MONTH’S MINUTES

Mrs. Miller made a motion seconded by Mr. Klinger to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2011 meeting as presented.  Motion carried.
Mr. Sweitzer made a motion seconded by Mrs. Miller to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2011 special meeting as presented.  Motion carried.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT

Chief Roof was absent due to illness.

FIRE BOARD REPORT
Mr. Klinger said Trick or Treat and the parade were discussed, especially setting dates for inclement weather.  
Mrs. Clark said she had a lot of good comments about the parade being held during the day and also comments about having Trick or Treat during the day light hours.  She also noted that this year was much better with the traffic situation on York Ave.  
Council decided to discuss the issue next September regarding Trick or Treat.

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Miller thanked the Police Officers and the Fire Police for their work during Trick or Treat with traffic control.
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT
Acting Chief Epler reported on the following:
· K-9 unit participated in the ACS’s “Bark for Life” event.

· Officers worked 4 hours overtime during weekday shifts for speed enforcement on York Ave and the Merrill Parkway.

· Trying to release to the newspaper weekly a report on non-traffic and criminal incidents.

· Participated in the “National Take Back Initiative” program.  This program is for the purpose of getting old prescription drugs out of the residences’ houses.

· Extra officer on for Trick or Treat.

Acting Chief Epler also thanked the Fire Police for a great job done during Trick or Treat in the Borough.

POLICE COMMITTEE REPORT
Mrs. Miller said the Committee discussed the hiring of the police chief under Civil Service and she made the following motion:
Mrs. Miller made a motion seconded by Mr. Klinger to appoint Randy Epler as Towanda Borough Police Chief under the rules and regulations of the Towanda Borough Police Civil Service Commission and to notify the Towanda Borough Police Civil Service Commission to conduct a non-competitive examination of the nominee and certify to Council of its finding.
Mr. Frawley noted that Council has two options—either appoint a chief under Civil Service or not.  If he is going to be hired under Civil Service Council has to ask the Police Civil Service Commission to conduct a non-competitive exam of the nominee and then report back to Council who makes the final decision.

Mr. Sweitzer said he was not in favor of hiring the chief under the Civil Service.  He said he felt it was just one more control that Council would be giving up.  
Motion carried with Mr. Sweitzer voting naye.  

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT
Mr. Haight reviewed his written report with Council.  He noted that repairs are underway at the Progress Building.  
Mr. Haight also reported that the Planning Commission did meet and approved the proposed changes in height restrictions in the commercial district.
Mr. Sweitzer asked if there was anything included with regard to parking and Mr. Haight said there is no requirement for parking in a C-2 district at this time.  Mr. Sweitzer said something needs to be done to address this.  Mr. Christini said that was a good point.  We need to look at this and possibly amend the parking ordinance.  Mr. Christini suggested this be sent to the Planning Commission for study.
Mr. Frawley said he informally notified the County Planning Commission about the height requirement changes and he said he sent Mr. Stolinas a draft copy of the proposed ordinance.  He asked Council to direct him to get the information to the County Planning Commission tomorrow.  If that is done, a public hearing will need to be scheduled and you can’t have a public hearing until at least 30 days after the County Planning Commission has responded to our request.  He said the earliest Council could hold the public hearing would be the week of December 12-16.  
Mr. Sweitzer made a motion seconded by Mr. Klinger to direct the Solicitor to notify the County Planning Commission of the proposed changes to Towanda Borough’s height requirements as stated in the Towanda Borough Code Sec. 73-23 (b) (2) which would permit building structures in C-2, C-3 and M-1 districts as long as they did not exceed 10 stories and 100 aggregate feet in height and to advertise the proposed ordinance by summary for a public hearing and possible enactment of the proposed ordinance at a special meeting of council to be held on Wednesday, December 14, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at a special meeting of the Towanda Borough Council.  Motion carried.  
Mrs. Clark made a motion seconded by Mr. Klinger to request the Towanda Borough Planning Commission to look at adding parking requirements in a C-2 district.  Motion carried.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT
Mr. Fairchild reported on the following items:

· Deadline was today to receive applications for the testing for the police officer positions.
Mr. Long told Council that 7 applications were received.  He said the written tests have been ordered and will be held on November 19th at the Towanda High School.  The next phase, physical agility testing will be done on December 3 and 4, 2011.
Mr. Sweitzer asked if the certified list will be presented to Council by the end of the year. Mr. Frawley said he did not know but hopefully by the first of the year.
· Tropical Storm Lee flood disaster did damage to our four systems—the Borough, Towanda Water and Sewer Systems and Wysox Sewer System.  Will be requesting assistance from FEMA and PEMA.  In order to do so, Mr. Fairchild said a resolution is needed from Council appoint him as the designated agent for Tropical Storm Lee.
Mr. Sweitzer made a motion seconded by Mr. Klinger to appoint by resolution Thomas Fairchild, Jr.as the agent for the Borough in dealings with PEMA concerning Tropical Storm Lee.  The Council was polled and the vote recorded as follows:

YES:     Klinger, Long, Sweitzer, Miller, Clark, Christini

NAYE:   None.

Resolution 2011-15 carried.

· Budget work shop meeting set for November 22 at 5:15 p.m.
· Received word from the Governor’s office that we have been awarded $5M for our RCAP downtown project.  This project would involve a story multi-use building with a 200 car parking garage behind it.  Trehab has been selected as the developer. From the point of a signed grant agreement we will have three years to complete the project.

· Have received the $200,000 DCNR grant to help us achieve Phase 1 of the BCVMP project.  This will pay for the design of Phase 1 and 2 as well as the construction of an interconnecting sidewalk that would connect Madigan Park to the memorial park on the south side of the bridge intersection on Borough property.  Will also construct a type of “green” parking space as well as a connection to either Farley or the Parkway.  Meeting tomorrow night at 7 p.m. with the committee and others to meet with the architect to begin the design of the project.
· On Wednesday, Senator Yaw will be here for a groundbreaking ceremony for the project at 10 a.m. at the site.  Invited all of Council and the Mayor to attend.
· Streetscape Phase 4 project is substantially complete.  Feel it was a very good project and the contractor did a very good job.
· College Run April storm damage – serious damage done to it which is our drainage facility that drains Gorman’s Pond.  A lot of it was built in the 1930’s with a WPA project.  FEMA and PEMA looked at it and determined it needs some help but first we had to ask the PA Historic & Museum Commission if they would approve having to not rebuild it to 1930 standards.  Have received word that it is not necessary.  Now we need to request an environmental officer with FEMA whether or not a new system will be disturbing previously undisturbed earth.  
BOROUGH SECRETARY’S REPORT

Mrs. Harris presented a request from Tom Barrett who is asking that a handicapped parking space be designated in front of his house at 311 Third St.  He noted that the space at 309 Third St. is designated as handicapped parking but the person who it was put in for is no longer living there.
After some discussion, Mrs. Clark made a motion seconded by Mr. Sweitzer to remove the handicapped parking sign from 309 Third St. and place it at 311 Third St.  Motion carried.

Mrs. Harris asked Council to consider Resolution 2011-14 accepting Berkheimer’s fee schedule for tax collection.
Mr. Long made a motion seconded by Mr. Klinger to adopt Resolution 2011-14.  The Council was polled and the vote recorded as follows:

YES:     Klinger, Long, Sweitzer, Miller, Clark, Christini

NAYE:   None
FINANCE REPORT

Mr. Klinger made a motion seconded by Mrs. Miller to authorize payment of the bills for the Towanda Borough General Fund and special Borough funds as presented in the “List of Bills for November”.  Motion carried.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT
Mr. Christini reported the Committee met and discussed the height changes with recommendations to Council.

RECREATION BOARD REPORT

No meeting.
Mr. Sweitzer said the Board is still working with the YMCA on the lease agreement.  

Mr. Klinger noted that the YMCA would like to incorporate the Borough’s summer recreation program into their program.  Mrs. Miller said the time has come to do that.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Sweitzer made a motion seconded by Mrs. Miller to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

__________________________ 

Borough Secretary 
